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Women Make Up 46.4 Percent of the Labor Force,  
While Men Make Up 53.6 Percent 

 

• Using data from the Longitudinal Employer-Household Dynamics (LED), and the 2017 American Community 
Survey (ACS) 5-Year Estimates sponsored by the U.S. Census Bureau on occupation by sex for the civilian 
employed we examine several sectors and occupations on their gender composition. 
 

• The labor force, civilian employed population 16 years and over, is comprised of 46.4 percent women and 
53.6 percent men according to the ACS.  
 

• Sector employment by gender is displayed above showing the makeup of major sectors. The sectors with 
the highest percentage of women is healthcare and social assistance at 74.5 percent, next is educational 
services at 68.1 percent, and third is finance and insurance at 64.8 percent female. 
 

• The sector with the largest concentration of men is mining, quarrying, and oil & gas extraction at 85.4 percent; 
followed by construction at 79.0 percent; and manufacturing at 70.6 percent men.  
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• Using data from the ACS we can break the sectors into several of their larger occupations. Among the most 
evenly distributed occupations are building and grounds cleaning and maintenance occupations split into 51 
percent men and 49 percent women. Also, service occupations comprised of 50.5 percent men and 49.5 
percent women. A third occupation is Management, business, science, and arts occupations 48.6 percent 
for men and 51.4 percent for women.  
 

• The three occupations that have the highest concentration of men are construction and extraction 
occupations at 97.3 percent; natural resources, construction, and maintenance occupations that are 96.1 
percent male; and installation, maintenance, and repair occupations at 95 percent men.   
 

• Occupations that have the highest concentration of women are healthcare support occupations at 83.6 
percent women; healthcare practitioner and technical occupations at 69.8 percent; and office and 
administrative support occupations at 69.4 percent women.  

 
 
This workforce product was funded by a grant awarded by the U.S. Department of Labor’s Employment and Training Administration. The product was created by the 
recipient and does not necessarily reflect the official position of the U.S. Department of Labor. The U.S. Department of Labor makes no guarantees, warranties, or 
assurances of any kind, express or implied, with respect to such information, including any information on linked sites and including, but not limited to, accuracy of the 
information or its completeness, timeliness, usefulness, adequacy, continued availability, or ownership. This product is copyrighted by the institution that created it. 
Internal use by an organization and/or personal use by an individual for non-commercial purposes is permissible. All other uses require the prior authorization of the 
copyright owner.  
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  Healthcare support occupations
  Healthcare practitioner and technical occupations

  Office and administrative support occupations
Sales and office occupations

  Education, legal, community service, arts, and media occupations
  Personal care and service occupations

  Sales and related occupations
Management, business, science, and arts occupations

Service occupations
  Building and grounds cleaning and maintenance occupations

Civilian employed population 16 years and over
  Food preparation and serving related occupations
  Management, business, and financial occupations

  Production occupations
  Computer, engineering, and science occupations

  Material moving occupations
Production, transportation, and material moving occupations

  Protective service occupations
  Farming, fishing, and forestry occupations

  Transportation occupations
  Installation, maintenance, and repair occupations

Natural resources, construction, and maintenance occupations
  Construction and extraction occupations
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